
Where do I Start?
Basic Christian Foundations (Acts 
2:36-47)



Repent and Be Baptised
• Repent - To feel sincere remorse, 

regret, or contrition for a past action, 
and to make a conscious decision to 
change your behaviour and do what 
is right

• Baptism  - Symbolizes a spiritual 
rebirth and public declaration of 
faith. It signifies being cleansed from 
sin and beginning a new life in union 
with Jesus Christ



For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 
only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life. John 3:16



sin





Devoted themselves to the Apostles teaching

Why read the Bible?

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on 
my path. Psalm 119:105

For the word of God is alive and active. 
Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing 
soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and attitudes of the
heart. Hebrews 4:12



How we got The Bible

• It grew around the central figure of Jesus

• The gospel writers wanted to give account of 
Jesus’  life from their own experience or handed 
down by oral tradition

• Communities of believers started to gather but they 
needed instruction and help in following Jesus. The 
apostles write letters for specific purposes to these 
churches. (Give advice, correction, encouragement)

• After a couple of generations church leaders decide 
on the Canon of books to include in the New 
Testament and the Bible. (Council of Carthage 
397AD)



Textual Criticism
• Compares ancient manuscripts to discover original wording. The more copies of ancient 

manuscripts and the nearer the date of original the more confident we are of its 
authenticity 

• The Bible has more copies of ancient manuscripts than most other historical text that are 
accepted historical texts.



The Inspired word of God
• All Christians agree the Bible is inspired by God. The Holy Spirit inspired those 

who have written it.

• It is our measure for faith.  (1 Timothy 3:16 “All scripture is God breathed”)





Helpful Hints

• Start by reading one of the 
Gospels – Matthew, Mark, Luke or 
John

• Get help – Daily reading 
plans/Devotionals

• Pray before you begin – “God 
Speak to me through your word”

• Write down verses that speak to 
you or questions from the 
reading. 



Prayer
• Prayer is the way we communicate 

with God

• Imagine a relationship with no 
communication

• We talk, we listen

• Very early in the morning, while it 
was still dark, Jesus got up, left 
the house and went off to a solitary 
place, where he prayed. Mark 1:35

• Matthew 6:5-15 – Jesus taught us 
to pray “The Lord’s Prayer”



Community (Acts 42 – 47)

• The early church did “life” together

• Shared possessions & meals together

• Met regularly

• Praised God

• New people were added

For today – Join a local church, be part of a 
Life group. 

Note - Be Filled with the Holy Spirit



Challenges

• If you have never done these things make a start – 

Read the Bible, Pray, Go to church

•Maybe you have been a Christian a long time but some 
of these habits have lapsed. Re-commit



Lord Jesus Christ

I am sorry for the things I have done wrong in my life (take a few 
moments to ask His forgiveness for anything particular that is on 
your conscience).

Please forgive me. I now turn from everything which I know is wrong.

Thank you that you died on the cross for me so that I could be 
forgiven and set free.

Thank you that you offer me forgiveness and the gift of your Spirit. I 
now receive that gift.

Please come into my life by your Holy Spirit to be with me forever.

Thank you, Lord Jesus. Amen


	Slide 1: Where do I Start?
	Slide 2: Repent and Be Baptised
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6: Devoted themselves to the Apostles teaching
	Slide 7: How we got The Bible
	Slide 8: Textual Criticism 
	Slide 9: The Inspired word of God
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Helpful Hints
	Slide 12: Prayer
	Slide 13: Community (Acts 42 – 47)
	Slide 14: Challenges
	Slide 15

