
Learning to Listen to 
God
1 Samuel 3



Finding the right place 
(Vs 3)

• We find Samuel in the House of God near the Ark. 
• Samuel was in the right place at the right time. We 

need to position ourselves correctly to hear from him
Exodus 25:22 "There, above the mercy seat, between 

the two cherubim... I will meet with you." – God was 
not in the box! However, it was the representation of 
his presence and where Moses would meet with God. 

• Sometimes the reason we struggle to hear God isn't 
because He isn't speaking. It's because we're listening 
to everything else.



Remove the Barriers
• Sin can also become a barrier.

• When we knowingly ignore God, it 
becomes harder to hear Him clearly.

• That's why confession and repentance 
matter.

• Not because God stops loving us, but 
because they restore our closeness with 
Him.



Hearing the right voice (Vs 4-5)

• Samuel thought that Eli was speaking to him

• Sometimes we might hear God and then go to the 
wrong advisers. 

• Satan loves to distract – “Did God really say….” 
Genesis 3:1

Where should we go? –

• Word of God – Hebrews 4:12

• Holy Spirit – John 14:16

• Trusted Council – Proverbs 15:22



Have open ears

God speaks through many things –
Prophets often used physical 
examples or actions to show what 
God was saying

• Sunday – Word/Worship 

• Creation, Films, Music – Romans 
1:20

• Dreams – Daniel, Joseph

• The way events unfold



Speaking the right words 
(Vs 19)

• Samuel became a good listener 
and then a faithful speaker

• We are quick to speak but slow 
to Listen

• We need Christians whose words 
carry grace, truth and wisdom 



Conclusion
Samuel was young when God 

spoke to him. Whether you are 
13 or 70 God wants to speak to 
you! 

The question is not “Is God 
Speaking” it is am I listening.

“Speak Lord your servant is 
listening!”

10/10 challenge – 10 minutes 
reading the bible, 10 minutes 
listening each day. 
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