
Prayer to 
Overcome the 
Enemy

Matthew 4:1–11



Introduction

•  We have an enemy

John 10:10 The thief comes only 
to steal and kill and destroy;  I 
have come that they may have 
life, and have it to the full.



The Battle on Three Fronts
Ephesians 6:12 For our struggle is 
not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of 
this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the 
heavenly realms. 

• Flesh – Sinful nature (See 
Galatians 5)

• World - Do not conform to the 
pattern of this world, 
but be transformed by the 
renewing of your mind. (Romans 
12:2)

• Devil – Satan (The accuser), 
Father of lies



The Enemy's Strategy

• Questions identity  – “If you really 
are the son of God…” (Matthew 
4:3)

• Twists truth – The enemy quotes 
scripture but out of context and 
twisted. Jesus replies “But it is also 
written” (Matthew 4:7)

• Offers shortcuts – You can have it 
all! No obedience, an easy route – 
In the end it’s a trap. 

   Beware of Compromise!



Jesus' Response

James 4:7: "Submit 
yourselves, then, to God. 
Resist the devil, and he 
will flee from you."

• Jesus primary response 
was the word of God!



• Pray honestly - Do not be anxious about 
anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. (Philippians 4:6)

• Pray Scripture – “It is written”

• Pray in Jesus' authority -And having 
disarmed the powers and authorities, he 
made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross. 

(Colossians 2:15)

• Pray in the Spirit - In the same way, 
the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do 
not know what we ought to pray for, but 
the Spirit himself intercedes for us 
through wordless groans. Romans 8:26

Praying to Win the Battle



Conclusion

• We are in a battle! Are 
you engaged in the 
battle?

• Are you using the 
weapons to fight? 

• Are you seeing things 
from God’s perspective? 

• Ask for your spiritual 
eyes to be opened

We need to become 
captivated with Christ 
and then satan will seem 
small! 


	Slide 1: Prayer to Overcome the Enemy
	Slide 2: Introduction
	Slide 3: The Battle on Three Fronts
	Slide 4: The Enemy's Strategy
	Slide 5: Jesus' Response
	Slide 6: Praying to Win the Battle
	Slide 7: Conclusion

