
SIMON PETER  

FROM ‘ORDINARY’ FISHERMAN TO 

‘FAITHFUL DISCIPLE’

(Matthew.4:19)

By Fredrick Sebwato



 Simon Peter, Just a common fisherman, doing 
what he has always done.

 But with one call, Jesus set him on a path that 
would take him far beyond Galilee. 

 And this same call echoes to us today; 

As born-again believers, we know that God does 
not call perfect people to serve Him – He calls 
ordinary people, forgives them, fills them with 
His Spirit, and uses them for His glory. That is 
exactly the story of Simon Peter.
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WHO WAS SIMON PETER? 

Simon was a fisherman from Galilee. 
He worked hard with his nets, 
making his living from the lake. He 
was not a religious leader, not a 
scribe, not wealthy – just an ordinary 
unschooled working man. 

     (Acts.4:13)
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2. PETER’S GREAT FAITH – AND HIS GREAT MISTAKES 

- His moments of great faith:

    i- Inspired by the Holy Spirit

When Jesus asked His disciples: “Who do you say I am?”, 

Peter answered without any doubt: “You are the Messiah, 

the Son of the living God.” (Matthew 16:16) Jesus told 

him this truth was not taught to him by people, but 

revealed directly by God the Father.

By Fredrick Sebwato



ii- walking on water

He even stepped out of a boat and walked on 
water – as long as he kept his eyes fixed on 
Jesus! (Matthew 14:28-29)

iii- preaching at Pentecost

Filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter boldly stood up on the day 
of Pentecost and after his preaching three thousand souls 
turned to Christ       (Acts.2:41) 
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iv- His letters to the church

Continued to strengthen God’s flock as 

instructed by the Lord. This is evidenced 

by his powerful epistles.  (First and Second 

Peter)  
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-His moments of failure:

I – Once tried to stand in Jesus’ way.

Just after that great confession, Peter tried to 

stop Jesus from going to the cross to save us.   

Jesus had to say gently but firmly: “Get behind 

me, Satan.” (Matthew 16:23)
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ii- Denied Jesus three time

Later, when Jesus was arrested, Peter was 

afraid. Three times he swore he did not 

even know Him. He failed badly, and he 

wept bitterly when he realised what he 

had done.
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3. RESTORATION – THE HEART OF OUR BORN-AGAIN HOPE 

This is the most beautiful part of Peter’s story, and the most important 
truth for us today. When Jesus rose from the dead, He did not reject 
Peter. He went looking for him.

Jesus did not say “You messed up, so you can’t follow Me 
anymore.” He said: “Feed my lambs… take care of my sheep… 
follow me.”

This is exactly what being born again means! We are not saved 
because we never make mistakes – we are saved because 
Jesus forgives, and He gives us a completely new start, a new 
heart, and a new purpose. God never wastes our past mistakes 
– He uses them to make us more gentle and kind to others.
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4. WHAT WE LEARN FROM PETER TODAY 

• Jesus sees what we can become, not 

just what we are now.

• We may fall, but we never have to stay 

fallen.

• Faith means keeping our eyes on Jesus, 

not on ourselves or our problems.
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Conclusion:

Simon Peter went from a simple 

fisherman to a leader of God’s church – 

not because he was perfect, but 

because he let Jesus take hold of his 

life. So no matter your past, no matter 

how ordinary you feel, If God can use 

Peter, by His grace He can use us all.
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